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PROCEEDINGS, 


MORNING SESSION. 


Cuicaco, Tuurspay, Oct. 6th, 1853, } 
10 o’clock, A. M. 


Pursuant to public notice, by circular and through the press, a number 
of delegates convened in Warner’s Hall. The Convention was called to 
order by J. D. Bonner, of Cook, and on his motion, Rey. R. J. Robinson, 
of Madison, was appointed Presiderit pro tém., and A. H. Ay he ote of 
Jo. Daviess, and Henry Brown, of Edgar and ‘Coles, were appointed Sec- 
retaries, pro tem. 

Call read by J. D. Bonner. 

On motion, the delegates were requested to report their names to the 
Secretaries by credentials or otherwise. 

On motion of Augustus Dobbins, of Peoria, W. L. Barnes and Thomas 
Mason were appointed as members of the Convention. 

On motion of Rey. Byrd Parker, H. Ellsworth and A. Ellsworth were 
admitted as members of the Convention. 

On motion of R. J. Robinson, Job Vinient was admitted as a member. 

On motion of Byrd Parker, the Rev. T. Roberts, of Indiana, was ad- 
mitted as honorary member. 

On motion of Wm. Johnson, all colored resident citizens of the State, 
who may be present, were admitted as honorary members of the Con- 
vention, by reporting their names to the Secretaries. 
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The following names were then reported: 
Cook County. 


H. O. Wagoner, Bennet Johnson, 

William Johnson, John Jones, 

K. Gordon, Rev. Byrd Parker, 

William Smith, 4 J. D. Bonner, 

Alex. Smith, Lewis Isbell, 

C. W. Campbell, J. H. Barguet, 

R. H. Rollins, B. Smith, 

William T. Watson, A. T. Hall, 

S. Sparrow, L. Johnson, 

Geo. Mead, E. A. Fulton. 

Will County. 

Augustus Hill, : William Liverse. 
Morgan County. 

A. W. Jackson, B. Henderson. 

Jo. Daviess County. 

A. H. Richardson, R. H. Cain, 
Madison County. 

R. J. Robinson, A. Ellsworth, 

H. Ellsworth, Job Vincint. 
Peoria County. 

Augustus Dobbins, T. Y. Mason, 


W. L. Barnes. 


St. Clair County. 
William Smallwood. 


Edgar and Coles County. 
H. Brown. 


Sangamon County. 
S. Donagan, William Robinson, 
W. H. Butler. 


McLean County. 
William J. Davis. 


On motion of J. D. Bonner, a committee of seven, consisting of A. Hi. 
Richardson, of Jo. Daviess, B. Henderson, of Morgan, William Robinson, 
of Sangamon, W. H. Smallwood, of St. Clair, Augustus Dobbins, of — 
Peoria, Alex. Smith, of Cook, Job Vincint, of Madison, and Henry Brown, 
of Edgar and Coles, were appointed a committee to nominate permanent 
officers for the Convention. 

In the absence of the committee, the Convention was addressed by R. 
J, Robinson, William Smith and A. W. Jackson. 

-The Committee on Nominations reported as follows: 

President: John Jones, of Cook. 

Vice Presidents: Alex. Smith, of Cook, A. M. Ellsworth, of Madison, 
B. Henderson, of Morgan, R. H. Cain, of Jos Daviess, H. Brown, of Ed- 


gar and Coles, Augustus Dobbins, of Peoria, and William Smallwood, of 
St. Clair. 
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Secretaries: H. O. Wagoner, of Cook, W. L. Barnes, of Peoria, A. H. 
Richardson, of Jo. Davies, and J. H. Barguet, of Cook. 

Prayer by Rey. A. W. Jackson. 

On taking the chair, the President made the following remarks: 


Gentlemen of the Convention: The honor which you have seen fit to 
confer upon me was unexpected—~believing it to belong to one of more 
experience than myself in parliamentary laws. But, gentlemen, I thank 
you for the honor conferred upon me; and, to the best of my ability, will 
cheerfully serve you. And in the performance of the duties which will 
devolve upon me, I hope to have your assistance. The subjects which 
claim the consideration of this Convention are of great importance to us. 
The Education of our children—the Repeal of the “Black Laws” of the 
State—the Agricultural interests of our people—the Temperance move- 
ment—and, indeed, all the Reforms of the time, demand our attention. 
Again, gentlemen, I thank you. 


On motion of J. D. Bonner, a committee of five was appointed by 
the chair, to report business for the action of the Convention, consisting 
_ of J. D, Bonner, William Johnson, Byrd Parker, R. J. Robinson and 
Rev. A. W. Jackson. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Met at 2 o'clock. President in the chair. Prayer by Rev. R. J. 
Robinson. 

The following rules for the government of the Convention were re- 
ported by the chairman of the Business Committee, and adopted: 


RULES. 

I. That each session of the Convention be opened with prayer. 

IL. Upon the appearance of a quorum, the President shall take the 
chair, and cal! the Convention to order. 

III. The minutes of the preceding session shall be read at the opening 
of each session, at which time mistakes, if there be any, shall be corrected. 

IV. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the Convention. 

Y. All motions and addresses shall be made to the President, the 
member rising from his seat. 

VI. All motions, except those of reference, shall be submitted in 
writing. 

VII. All committees shall be appointed by the chair, unless otherwise 
ordered by the Convention. 
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VIII. The previous question shall always be in order, and, until de- 
cided, shall preclude all amendments and debate ot the main question, 
and shall be put in this form: “Shall the main question be now put ?” 

1X. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except when out 
of order, when he shall be called to order by, or through the chair. 

X. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be deeided 
without debate. 

XI. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject, 
without the consent of the Convention, nor more than ten minutes at 
each time. 

XII. No resolution, except of reference, shall be offered to the Con- 
vention, except it come through the Business Committee; but all resolu- 
‘tions rejected by the committee may be presented directly to the Con- 
vention, if the maker wishes to do so. 

XIII. The morning sessions of the Convention shall commence at 9 
o clock. 

On motion of Byrd Parker, a committee of five on Finance was ap- 
pointed, consisting of Lewis Isbell, W. TT. Watson, Alex. Smith, E, A. 
Fulton and E. Morris. 

On motion of H. O. Wagoner, a committee of five was appointed to 
report an Address to the people of the State of Illinois. The chair then 
appointed H. O. Wagoner, William Smith, William Robinson, Thomas 
Mason and H. Brown said committee. 

On motion of A. W. Jackson, a committee of three was appointed by 
the chair to report an Address to the Colored People of the State, con- 
sisting of A. W. Jackson, of Morgan, 8. Donagan, of Sangamon, and H, 
Ellsworth, of Madison. 

On motion of R. J. Robinson, a committee of five was appointed by 
the chair to report upon Hducation, consisting of R. J. Robinson, J. H. 
Bareuet, R. H. Cain, C. W. Campbell and H. Brown. 

On motion of William Johnson, a committee of five was appointed by 
the chair to report upon Agriculture. William Johnson, W. H. Butler, H. 
Ellsworth, Job Vincint and William Smith were appointed said committee. 

On motion of J. H. Barguet, a committee of five was A a by 
the chair to report upon Mechanics. A. H. Richardson, W. 'T. Watson, 
A. T. Smith, Burgundy Smith and J. H. Barguet were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion of Byrd Parker, a committee of five, to report on Coloniza- 
tion, consisting of John Jones, H. Bradford, R. H. Rollins, A. Dobbins 
and William Smallwood, was appointed. 

The chairman of the Business Committee then reported a preamble 
and resolutions. They were taken up by sections. The first section was 
taken up and adopted. The second was taken up and ably discussed by 
J. D. Bonner, R. J. Robinson and J. H. Barguet in the affirmative, and 
Byrd Parker in the negative; after which Byrd Parker moved an amend- 
ment, which was adopted. 

The third was adopted without discussion. 

On motion of Wm. Johnson, the chairman of the Business hamabittas 
vead letters from the following gentlemen: Hon. Horace Mann, of Ohio, 
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Willian H. Seward, of New York, C. M. Clay, of Kentucky, Lewis Tap- 
pan, Gerritt Smith, David Paul Brown and Chas. Durkee, These letters 
all breathing a humane and Christian spirit, and setting forth the course 
we should pursue under existing circumstances. 

R. J. Robinson then took the stand, and addressed the Convention in 
relation to the condition of the Agricultural portion of our people in the 
southern section of the State. 

Five o'clock having arrived, the Convention adjourned. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Met at 7 o’clock. President in the chair. Prayer by Rev. Byrd 
Parker; music by the choir. Roll called. Proceedings of the previous 
sessions were read, corrected and adopted; after which A. H. Richardson 
being called for, came iorward and addressed the Convention. Music by 
the choir. 

Byrd Parker was then called for; he came forward and addressed the 
Convention in a very amusing and effective manner. At the conclusion 
of his remarks, music by the choir. 

A letter from the Hon. Horace Greeley was then read by the chairman 
of the Business Committee. It was a cheering letter, The chairman 
himself said after reading it that he could not leave the stand without 
making a few remarks, which were happily expressed and well received. 

J. H. Barguet was then called for. He took the stand and made a 
most eloquent and convincing speech, which was well received; at the 
conclusion of which, music by the choir. 

Byrd Parker then made a few laughable remarks in regard to taking 
up a collection. The plate was then passed, while the choir sang; 
amount raised, $26 40. 

William Johnson then took the stand and made a short speech, in 
which he alluded to Frederick Douglass’ failure to arrive as had been ex- 
pected, and sympathized with the immense crowd which had assembled to 
hear Mr. Douglass. 

Mr. Codding was then called for. He came forward, though relue- 
tantly, as he said ; but, notwithstanding, he made a few convincing re- 
marks, founding them upon the Christian injunction of duty to God and 
Jove to man; after which, music by the choir. | 

The Convention then adjourned, | 
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MORNING SESSION. 


Fripay, Oct. 7th, 


Met at 9 o'clock. President in the chair. Prayer by the Rey. R. H. 
Cains. 

On motion of Byrd Parker, the Convention then took a recess of half 
an hour to receive Frederick Douglass, who had just arrived. 

At this moment Mr. Douglass made his appearance in the hall, after 
which Byrd Parker, in behalf of the Convention, then welcomed Mr. 
Douglass in a brief, though eloquent speech. 

The “colored man eloquent” then took the stand, and made a few 
happy and appropriate remarks, which were enthusiastically received by 
the Convention. 

The Secretary then read the proceedings of the previous afternoon and 
evening sessions, which were corrected and adopted. 

On motion of William Johnson, Frederick Douglass was admitted as 
honorary member of the Convention. 

Mr. J. Davis then came into the hall, presented his credentials, and en- 
rolled his name as a member of the Convention from McLean county. 

A number of resolutions on Colonization were then presented, the first 
of which was read and adopted, 

The second and third were also. read, and laid over for afternoon 
session. 

William Johnson, Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, then 
read his report, which was received, and after a few remarks, by R. J. 
Robinson, it was adopted. 

Twelve o'clock having arrived, the Convention adjourned, 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Met: at 2 o'clock. Rey. H. Brown, Vice President, in’ the chair: 
Prayer by Rev. B. Parker. Ode by the choir. 

The second and third resolution on Colonization were then taken up, 
discussed, amended and adopted. 
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A resolution was then offered by J. D. Bonner, complimentary of Mrs. 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, after which a few very happy remarks from R. J. 
Robinson and H. Brown. ‘The resolution was then adopted. 

The chairman of the Committee on Mechanics, A. H. Richardson, then 

reported, and on motion, the report was adopted. 
' The resolution which was offered by J. D. Bonner in the forenoon, in 
regard to appointing a central committee of ten, and laid over for 3 
o'clock, was then taken up, and after a few remarks by Byrd Parker, 
it was indefinitely postponed. 

A resolution endorsing the action of the National Convention in re- 
gard to the National Council was then read, and explained by J. D. Bon- 
ner and H. O. Wagoner, and unanimously adopted. 

At the instance of the Rey. R. J. Robinson, J. D. Bonner then went 
into a detailed account of matters touching the National Council, and 
also the State Council. 

The chairman of the Business Committee then read a letter from E. 
D. Holton, of Wisconin, and another from Dr. Snodgrass, of New York. 

On motion of William Johnson, all the letters just read were referred to 
the Business Committee, to be published with the regular proceedings. 

On motion of Byrd Parker, it was moved that the evening session be 
occupied in hearing the report on colonization, and in hearing an address 
from tr esteemed friend and brother, Frederick Douglass. 

R. H. Cains was then called for. He took the stand, and made a very 
sensible speech of half an hour. 


rhe hour of 5 having arrived, the Convention adjourned, to meet at 7 
o'clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Met pursuant to adjournment. President in the chair. Prayer by the 
Rey. R. J. Robinson. Song by the choir. sun 

On motion, the chairman of the Committee on Colonization, John 
Jones, made his able report, which, on motion, was received, 

On motion of J. D. Bonner, a series of resolutions on Colonization were 
called up. On the adoption of the first resolution a discussion arose. It 
was ably supported by J. D. Bonner and J. H. Barguet, and opposed: by 
Messrs. Wagoner, Parker, Robinson, Douglass, of New York, Donagan 
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and Newsom, It was finally referred back to the committee for modi- 
fication, The resolution was as follows: 

Resolved, That we regard all schemes of colonizing the free colored people of 
the United States to Africa, or any other foreign land, as most wicked attempts 
of Southern slaveholders and their Northern abettors to force us from our native 
homes, and by that means perpetuate slavery in this country, 


The second and third were taken up and adopted. The Convention 
then adjourned. 


EVENING SESSION. 


Met at 7 o'clock. President in the chair; prayer by Rev. A. W, 
Jackson; Music by the Choir. Minutes of the last session read, cor- 
rected and adopted. 

The resolution as modified, was then presented and adopted. 

The Chairman, John Jones, on Colonization, then made his report,— 
It was received, and pending its adoption, Frederick Douglass was loudly 
called for, by the assembled multitude. He came forward in his cool and 
deliberate manner, and perfectly electrified the more than crowded Hall, 
in a speech of two hours and ten minutes, after which, on motion of Byrd 
Parker, the whole subject was laid over till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. A 
collection was taken up, while the choir entertained the audience — 
Amount collected, $36 24, 

On motion, the Convention adjourned. 


MORNING SESSION. 


Sarurpay, Oct. 8. 


President inthe chair. Prayer by Alexander Smith, of Chicago. The 
Secretaries not being ready to report, the report on Colonization was 
taken up, and on motion, adopted. 


PROCEEDINGS. ba | 


The- Business Committee reported several resolutions, which, after 
remarks by William Johnson, H. O. Wagoner, and others, were adopted 
by section. | 

On motion of H. O. Wagoner, Dr. R. L. Cooper, of Michigan, was 
admitted as an honorary member of the Convention. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Education. R. J. Robinson, made 
his report, which was received. Remarks by Byrd Parker, Alexander 
Smith, Frederick Douglass, A. H. Richardson, J. D. Bonner, R. J. Rob- 
inson, and others. 

Pending the adoption of this report and resolutions, Frederick Dou- 
glass offered the following additional resolution: Whereupon, the re- 
port and resolutions were adopted as a whole. 

Resolved, That while we-adopt this plan for the education of our children, 
we desire to have it distinctly understood, that we do so from necessity ; and, 
further, that we neither assent to the wisdom, nor acknowledge the justice, of 
the laws which force this necessity upon us; and that we have protested, and 
shall continue to protest, against these unjust, unconstitutional, and undemo- 
cratic laws by which we and our children are proscribed. 

Resolved, That we are citizens and tax payers, and that we, as citizens and 
tax-payers, have a right to the advantages arising out of the existence of the 
School Fund, equal to that of any other class who contribute to that fund; and 
that we have faith to believe that the sense of justice and the feeling of mag- 
nanimity of our fellow citizens will yet compel them to acknowlede this right. 


On motion, the Convention adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


President in the chair. Prayer by William Smallwood. Proceedings 
of the forenoon session read, corrected and adopted. 

R. J. Robinson, chairman of the Committee on Education, then made 
his report, setting forth the many obstacles which colored children meet 
with in the State of Illinois, in their efforts to gain entrance to the school- 
houses; and recommending a system of education which would, in the 
opinion of the committee, answer??? in the present emergency, and until 
more liberal and humane sentiments gain consideration in our Legislature. 


The report was, after an animated discussion by Messrs. Bonner, Parker, 
Robinson, Douglass, Barguet, and others, adopted. 

Sundry resolutions were then offered by J. D. Bonner, chairman of 
the Business Committee, in relation to the pro-slavery sentiments of tha 
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churches and clergy, Mrs. H. B. Stowe, the Aliened American News: 
paver, ete., all of which were read and adopted. 

H. O. Wagoner, chairman of the Committee on an Address to the Citi- 
zens of the State, then came forward and read his Address, which was 
able and convincing. 

The Committee on an Address to the Colored People of the State then 
reported, through their chairman, A. W. Jackson, which was adopted. 

Three o’clock having arrived, the Convention adjourned. 


EVENING SESSION. 


President in the chair. Prayer by A. W. Jackson. Proceed ings of 
afternoon session read and adopted. 

After the adoption of a number of resolutions of thanks to the officers 
of the Convention, to C. W. Campbell and his choir, ete., and the elec- 
tion of officers of the School Board, the immense crowd becoming impa- 
tient to hear Frederick Douglass, there was one deafening shout through- 
out the hall for Douglass. He came forward, and made one of his happy 
and soul-stirring speeches, which was listened to with much interest by 
the people, and sat down amid the plaudits of the whole house. 

The choir, with its enchanting power, then sang, in an animated man- 
ner— 


FREEDOM'S GLORIOUS DAY. 


Let waiting throngs now lift their voices, 
As Freedom’s glorious day draws near; 
While every gentle tongue rejoices, 
And each bold heart is filled with cheer,” c&c., &c. 


The Convention then adjourned sine die. 


JOHN JONES, President. 


H. O. Wagoner, 

W. L. Barnes, py 
A. H. Ricuarpsoy, mang iste 
J. H. Burever, y 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


The following were the resolutions adopted by the Convention: 


I. Resolved, That we regard all schemes for colonizing the free colored 
people of the United States in Africa, or in any other foreign land, origin- 
ating in whatever motive, as directly calculated to increase pro-slavery 
prejudice, to depress our moral energies, to unsettle all our plans for im- 
provement, and finally to perpetuate the wicked and horrible system of 
slavery. 

Il. Resolved, That in opposing all attempts of African colonizationists 
or others to expatriate us from the land of our birth, we will adopt the 
language of the late National Convention of colored freemen, viz: “We 
will plant our trees in American soil, and repose in the shade thereof.” 

II. Resolved, That we are oppesed to the call of a National Emigra- 
tion Convention, as put forth by M. R. Delany and others, and discover 
in it a spirit of disunion which, if encouraged, will prove fatal to our 
hopes and aspirations as a people. 

IV. Resolved, That the cruel and unnatural prejudice which exists 
against the colored people of the United States is not against color, but 
condition, and that we must change that condition, by using economy, 
amassing riches, educating our children, and being temperate. 

VY. Resolved, That the enactment known as the Illinois Slave Law, 
passed by the last session of the Legislature of the State, is in direct con- 

‘flict with the Constitution of Illinois and of the United States, and at 
war with eyery principle of justice and equity, and repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of humanity. 

VI. Resolved, That it is the duty of every Christian and philanthropist’ 
—of all lovers of freedom and free institutions, as well as of all who claim 
to be civilized, who may be in anywise. involved in this sin, to free them- 
selves from it without delay, by instructing their Legislators to vote for 
its repeal. 
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VII. Resolved, That we heartily approve of the most prominent Acts 
of the late National Convention of colored men, held in Rochester, N. Y., 
and especially the formation of the National and State Councils in the 
free States; and we hereby agree, so far as we are able, to carry out the 
provisions of said Councils. 

VIII. Resolved, That in order to carry out successfully the provisions 
of the above resolution, we will hold an election throughout the State on 
the 15th of November next, for the election of twenty members to our 
State Council. : 

IX. Resolved, That the State Council, when organized, be authorized 
to act as a State Central Corhnmittee, and they are hereby empowered to 
issue calls for Stsite Conventioris annually, if they deeia it proper or 
wise to do so. 

X. Resolved, That we most especially recommend to our people 
throughout the State to become owners of land, to build houses, and ecul- 
tivate the soil, as the surest means of making themselves and families in- 
dependent and respectable. 

XI. Resolved, That all State or Legislative enactments, which tend to 
obscure and fetter the intellectual progress of any portion of its citizens, 
are unwise and unjust, and fosters and encourages every species of vice 
and immorality which are prevaletit amotig the uninformed. 

Wuerzas, Wealth is desirable to any people, and certainly to none 
more than to the colored people of the United States; therefore, 

XII. Resolved, That this Convention recommend to the colored people 
of the State of Illinois, as a practical means to gain wealth, that they 
form joint stock companies whenever it can be done advantageously. 

Wuereas, In order that we may habituate ourselves to thinking and 
speaking at the same time—intelligently, correctly and properly—upon 
various subjects of interest and importance, and especially those of interest 
to the colored people; therefore, 

XIII. Resolved, That this Convention recommend to the colored peo- 
ple of. the State of Illinois to form Zycewms in every locality of colored 
persons, for the déscusscon of important subjects; and that the Lyceums 
be kept in active operation from the 21st September to the 21st March 
of each year. 

XIV. Resolved, That in order to promote union, and render our ac- 
tion more efficient, we organize the State by appointing committees of 
three, called auxiliary committees, for each county here represented, whose 
duty it shall be to collect all emportant facts and statistics concerning the 
colored people; and to transact any other business which they may deem 
proper and advisable. 

XV. Resolved, That the State Council, when organized, shall forth- 
with appoint a State Commissioner, whose duty it shall be to carry out 
the provisions as recommended in the report on Agriculture. 

Wuereas, Taxation without representation is contrary to the genius 
and spirit of our republican institutions; and 

Wuereas, The colored people of the State of Illinois are taxed for the 
support of the Public Schools, and denied by the laws of the State the 
right of sending their children to ssid schools; therefore, 
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XVI. Resolved, That we regard it as a gross and flagtant violation of 
justice toward the colored citizens of Illinois, which calls loudly for ré- 
form, and this Convention do hereby recommend to the colored people 
and their white friends throughout the State to send in petitions to our 
Legislature, asking the repeal of said law. 

XVII. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, the gospel, 
when preached in its purity, is designed to correct all social evils; and to 
destroy sin in all its forms; and we regard it as the Christian duty of all 
ministers of the gospel to inculcate such principles in their teachings, that, 
with the blessing of God, they may awaken the moral sense of the people 
in relation to the great sin of stavEry, and of producing the speedy 
abolition of this great wrong; and we earnestly and affectionately urge 
upon our ministers throughout the State to treat this as all other sins of 
great magnitude, and to use the influence and power which their high 
position has given them to destroy the same. 

XVIII. Resolved, That we regard all ministers who have it in their 
power to preach against slavery, and fail to do so, as our enemies; as 
likewise all mnisters of the gospel who, in their preaching, fail to con- 
demn and denounce, in positive terms, the great wrongs done the colored 
race in the United States. 

XIX. Resolved, That we regard the right to testify in the courts of 
justice as one of the most sacred and inestimable rights of man, and to 
be deprived of this safeguard at once disables us from pursuing any hon- 
orable and profitable calling in competition with white men. 

XX. Resolved, That to deprive us of this invaluable right, under any 
pretext whatever, is treating us with most flagrant and cruel injustice. 

XXI. Resolved, That the constitutional disability under which the 
colored man labors in this State calls loudly for redress, and the code of 
Black Laws existing on our statutes is unjust to the colored citizen, in- 
sulting to humanity, and disgraceful to the State of Illinois. 

XXII. Resolved, That these laws greatly retard the moral and mental 
improvement of the colored man, and are calculated to destroy in him 
that noble spirit of liberty which so justly belongs to all freemen. 

XXIII. Resolved, That this age of reform is the auspicious moment 
for the lawmakers of Illinois, in the wisdom of their deliberations, to erase 
from their statutes all laws making distinctions among men on account of 
their color. 

XXIV. Resolved, That this Convention do most earnestly recommend 
to the colored people of this State the propriety of getting an interest im 
the soil, whenever it is in their power to do so, and to cultivate and im- 
prove the same, believing that this step will be one of the most powerful 
means of our elevation in this country. 

XXYV. Resolved, That we recommend to the serious consideration of 
all parents and guardians in this State the thorough education of their 
children and wards, and also to put them to some useful trade, and thus 
fit them for useful members of society. 

XXVI. Resolved, That notwithstanding we are unjustly denied the 
rights of citizenship in this State, there is no good reason why we should 
not try to become, in an eminent degree, religzous, moral and intellectual 
meh and women, and by this means rebuke our oppressors, 
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XXVII. Resolved, That wealth and education are the great levers by 
which we hope to improve ourselves; and we will use all our efforts to 
obtain these desirable ends. 

XXVIL. Resolved, That in all our efforts to elevate and to improve 
our condition as a people, we invite the co-operation of woman, regarding 
her, in all moral, as well as in other relations of life, the God-given help- 
meet of man; and as mother, wife and sister, she is the natural guardian 
of education, virtue and good manners. 

XXIX. Resolved, That having watched with much diligence and with 
deep interest the course pursued on all questions affecting the well-being 
of the free colored people, and the emancipation of the enslaved of this 
country, by Frederick Douglass during the last twelve years, both as a 
lecturer and an editor, we are prepared to commend him and the able 
paper which bears his name to the cordial support of the colored people 
of Illinois, and of the friends of freedom generally, as the able, perse- 
vering and unswerving advocate of all the just rights of man. © ~ ° 

XXX. Resolved, That this Convention recommend the “ Aliened 
American,” published by William H. Day, at Cleveland, Ohio, to the 
patronage of the colored people of the State of Illinois. ' 

XXXI. Resolved, That we recognize in Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
the distinguished authoress of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” an able and con- 
stant advocate of human rights; and our memories recur with grateful 
recollections to the perusal of the pages of those soul-stirring works (the 
“ Cabin” and “Key’) as an antidote to the thousands of political speeches, 
ecclesiastical harangues, and penny-a-liner writers of the past and present 
age, which haye struggled so zealously to poison the public mind, and 
thereby destroy the hopes and aspirations of the colored people of the 
United States. 

XXXII. Resolved, That her efforts to ameliorate the condition of the 
down-trodden colored freemen of the United States, by aiding in the es- 
tablishment of an institution or institutions where colored youth can 
obtain thorough educations, should endear her name to the lovers of free 
institutions, and to colored people most especially, throughout the world. 

XXXIII. Resolved, That this Convention appoint a Board of nine 
Trustees, who shall have power to appoint agents, and take full charge 
of the school fund, and report their proceeedings to the next annual Con- 
vention. 

XXXIV. Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are hereby 
tendered to the firm of D. B. Cooke & Co., Publishers and Booksellers, 
at_ 135 Lake street, for a gratuitious supply of all the stationery used by 
the Convention. 

XXXV. Resolved, That we tender our grateful thanks to the editors 
of the different journals of the city, for the friendly and favorable manner 
in which they have noticed this Convention. 

XXXVI. Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due to the 
officers of the Convention, for their services, and the gentlemanly and 
courteous manner of intercourse between them and the Convention. 

XXXVII. Resolved, That this Convention tender their sincere thanks 
fo the citizens generally of Chicago, for the interest and attention which 
they have manifested in this Convention. | 
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ADDRESS OF THE COLORED STATE CONVENTION 


TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 


Fellow Citézens: 


We have here assembled as delegates representing the colored people 
of the State of Illinois, in the capacity of a State Convention, to confer 
together and to deliberate upon our intellectual, moral, industrial, civil 
and political condition, and particularly our condition, as affected by the 
“Black Law” of the State; to declare our sentiments, and to devise ways 
and means which may, through the blessing of God, tend to our improve- 
ment, elevation and progress—fully believing that our cause is one that 
commends itself to all good men throughout the civilized world—that it 
is the sacred cause of truth and righteousness—and that it particularly 
appeals to those professing to be governed by that religion which teacheth 
to “do unto all men as you would that all men should do unto you.” 
These principles we conceive to embody the great duty of man to his 
fellow man; and, as men, we ask only to be included in a practical appli- 
cation of this principle. 

_ We feel that it would be hypocritical in us to apologize for thus ad- 
dressing you, because we believe that a little serious reflection on your 
part would at once discover to your intelligent Anglo-Saxon minds, that 
the justness of our cause is a sufficient apology for our course at this 
time. We feel, however, inclined to confess that we have too long re- 
mained supinely inactive, and apparently indifferent to our oppressed and 
oan ok condition, and that we have leaned too much upon others; and 
thus we have done little or nothing ourselves in the great work of our 
redemption. But we have now resolved to come forward, and, like men, 
speak and act for ourselves. And we fully recognize the truth of the 
maxim, that “ God helps those who help themselves.” And in making 
this appeal, we here adopt the language of the late “National Conven- 
tion of Colored Freemen,” held at Rochester, N. Y., as our platform of 
principles: 
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“That all men are created equal; that life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness are the right of all; that taxation and representation should go 
together; that Governments are to protect, not to destroy the rights of 
mankind; that the Constitution of the United States was formed to 
establish justice, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to all the people of this country; that resistance to tyrants is 
obedience to God--are American principles and maxims; and together 
they form the constructive elements of the American Government.” 

We think we fully comprehend and duly appreciate the principles and 
measures which compose this platform; and all we desire, or ask for, is 
to be placed in a position that we could conscientiously and legitimately 
defend, with you, those principles, against the surges of despotism to the 
last drop of our blood. 

We have not come together in battle array, to “assume a boastful atti- 
tude,” and to talk loudly of high-sounding principles, or of unmeaning 
platforms; nor do “we pretend to any great boldness, for we know your’ - 
wealth and greatness, and our poverty and weakness;” and though we 
feel keenly our wrongs, still we come together, we trust, in a spirit of 
meekness, and of patriotic good will to all the people of the State. But. 
yet it is some consolation to know, and it inspires us with hope when we 
reflect, that our cause is not alone the cause of four millions of oppressed 
people in this country, but we are intensely alive to the fact that it is also 
the cause of millions of oppressed men in other parts of “ God’s beautiful 
earth,” who are now struggling to be free, and “God and Nature are 
pledged to its triumph.” 

We are Americans by birth, and we assure you that we are Americans 
in feeling; and in spite of all the wrongs which we have long and silently 
endured in this country, we would yet exclaim, with a full heart, “O, 
America! with all thy faults, we love thee still.” 7 


“Breathes there the man, with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, , 
‘This is my own, my native Iand;’ 
Whose heart hath ne’er within him burn’d, 
As home his footsteps he hath turned, 
From wandering on a foreign strand.” 


Thus we would address you, not as rebels, or as enémies, but as friends 
and fellow countrymen, who desire to dwell among you im peace, and 
whose .destinies are interwoven and linked with those of the American 
peopie, and hence must be fulfilled in this country. | | 

As descendents of a race feeble and long oppressed, we might, with 
propriety, appeal to a great and magnanimous people, like the Americans, 
for special favors and encouragements, on the principle that the strong 
should aid the weak, the learned should teach the unlearned. But it is 
for no such purpose that we raise our voices to the people of Illinois, on 
this occasion. We ask for no special privileges or peculiar favors—we 
ask only for even-handed justice, or for the removal of such positive ob- 
structions and disabilities as past legislators have seen fit to throw in our 
way and heap upon us. Without any rational cause or provocation on 
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our part, of which we are conscious, we as a people have been virtually, 
and, with very few exceptions, practically excluded from the schools of 
the State (notwithstanding we are tax-payers), thereby denying our chil- 
dren the most sacred right of a rational being, namely, the cultivation of 
that intellect with which the Creator has endowed them. 

We are denied the right of giving our testimony in like manner with 
that of our white fellow countrymen in the courts of the State, by which 
our persons and property are subject to every species of violence, insult and 
fraud, without any redress even from the common law. 

We are also, by law, not only denied the right of citizenship, the ines- 
timable right of voting for those who rule over us in the land of our 
birth, but, by the so called “ Black Law,” we are denied the right en- 
joyed by the meanest rebel that treads the surface of the earth—the right 
to live and possess a peaceful home on the broad and beautiful prairies of 
this noble State. | 

We would particularly r2mind you of the late enactment of your Legis- 
lature, which was an attempt to strike down, at a single blow, the nghts 
of all persons having African blood in their veins, who shall come into 
the State to seek a peaceful home and an honorable employment. And 
yet you invite all others to come freely into the State and possess it, and 
they shall be protected by your republican laws. But if any colored 
person shall come into the State, for the very same purpose which you 
commend as praiseworthy in others, your Legislators have seen fit to 
condemn such colored persons as having committed a high crime against 
the State, for which they shall be punished, not with death, but with 
that which Patrick Henry declared to be worse than death—namely, 
Siavery! | 

What! is it possible that men, women and children are to be doomed 
to life-long Slavery, for the simple act of coming into the State of Illinois, 
peacefully to reside, and to gain an honest living by cultivating the soil, 
or as the case may be? Can such monstrous injustice as this be the will 
of the People? If so, would it not be more honorable in the Legislature 
of Illinois to appoint a day upon which every colored man, woman and 
child should be murdered—and thus set the matter at rest? Do you not 
perceive that, were this act carried into practical execution—as all laws 
founded in justice should be—that there are no bounds to the cruelties 
which it would produce? Are we to be forever proscribed, harassed, an- 
noyed and persecuted in this way ? 

Is it possible that men of correct moral principles can so far forget 
themselves as quietly to stand by and see their fellow man divested of 
every natural right, without raising their voices, almost en masse, against 
such lawless and ungodly proceedings? Is liberty to the colored man in 
Illinois about to languish and die? Think for a moment of the death 
struggles of a people; for, “there are no death struggles like those of 
expiring liberty.” 

We have now stated some of the most prominent features of our disa- 
dilities—to call them by no harsher name—of which we complain. And 
we call on you to-day to consider seriously and candidly whether they 
are worthy of a great and free people, like yourselves. Consider to-day, 
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candidly, whether we, as a portion of your fellow countrymen, have done 
anything that should justly subject us to such laws—that should make us 
legal outcasts in a State that requires but a few months’ residence to make 
the most ¢gnorant and abandoned subject of the Ottoman Empire an 
American citizen, with all the sacred rights belonging to that world- 
renowned title? 

Is it our people who fill your poor houses, your jails, and your prisons ? 
Is it our people that multiply pauperism, crime and death, by keeping 
grogshops, gambling houses and haunts of vice? No! an exhibition of 
the inmates will clear us from any special charge of guilt in any of these 
things. Then why are we singled out and made the subject of laws so 
cruel and so degrading, and so contrary to every principle of Republican- 
ism, and of every provision of that Declaration which is so justly styled 
the palladium and the chart of American liberty. 

But we have still faith to believe that our present political disabilities 
are not the result of the well-understood wishes of you, the people; and 
we, therefore, appeal directly to you, who are, in truth, the rightful sov- 
ereigns of the State, to instruct your Legislators to vote for the repeal of 
those enactments of which we so jusly complain. 

And last, though not least, we appeal to the Press, that mighty engine 
and swift-winged intelligencer, to use its great power and influence in 
behalf of the oppressed and down-trodden people of Illinois in particular, 
and of the country in general. 


H. O. WAGONER, 

WILLIAM ROBINSON, 

WILLIAM SMITH, Committee. 
THOMAS MASON, 

HENRY BROWN, 
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ADDRESS TO THE COLORED PEOPLE 


OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 


Brethren: 


Awake from your long sleep of death and inactivity, and come for- 
ward like honorable men and women. We have said women, because 
they, too, have an important part to perform in this great work of re- 
forming, improving and elevating a down-trodden and degraded people, 
as we have been for two hundred and thirty years, in the land of our 
birth. We have been wronged, as you all know; and, like the man on 
the outside of the Almanac, stuck all over with arrows, and hence made 
to bleed at every pore. But it will not do to stand still, and lament over 
our hard fate. Let us not look back, like “Lot’s wife,” but let us look 
forward and press onward; for onward is the language of Creation, and 
of the spirit of the present age. This is especially true of the American 
white people; and we would to God that it were also true of the Ameri- 
can colored people. The truth is, if we would raise ourselves in this 
country, and in the estimation of the world, it must be done mainly by 
our own exertions. Therefore we must be up and doing. We must act 
as well as talk. Talking and theory will do no good without correspond- 
ing action. Then let our watchword be action! action! action!! Re- 
member, that “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” We must, by 
all means, impress upon each other the necessity of feeling an individual 
responsibility, and thus induce a union of sentiment and concert of ACTION 
among our people; for, if in union there is strength, certainly in division 
there is weakness. Therefore let us wnite upon some starting point, and 
adopt some practical measures, and then make all our movements and 
energies bend in that direction. 

We have been told by a Reformer of great intelligence and wisdom in 
this country—a man who has the postition and ability to wield a powerful 
influence in our behalf—that “if every colored man and woman in Ilhi- 
nois were seen to be intelligent, moral, honorably and profitably employed, 
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as farmers, MECHANICS, and in other useful occupations, it would not be 
in the power of bad laws and bad men to drive us into exile.” 

Let us now consider the first step important to be taken in the life- 
long business of elevating our people. Our first business should be to 
educate our children, and to learn them useful trades, To accomplish 
this object, we must go right to work, in good earnest, and establish some 
system of general education throughout the State—for it is the part of 
education to point out those high and holy ends which are so essential to 
the well-being of mankind. “ Without education, what is man ?—a splen- 
did slave, a reasoning savage.” We must have schools for our children, 
or educate them in some way, cost what it may. “Wherever there is a 
will, there is a way.” 

But mere book learning is not the only thing to be attended to in 
order to improve our condition. It is of the utmost importance that we 
learn our children useful trades. They must learn to raise dread as well 
as eat it. They must learn to make clothes as well as wear them. They 
must build houses as well as live in them, ete. ete. And in short, we 
must learn to do all those things which are useful generally to mankind; 
and hence we shall be respected just in proportion as we become usefanl. 
The time has now fully arrived when the mental, moral and religious 
powers of our people must be developed, and brought into living, vital, 
active and practical application. We want thinkers as well as speakers. 
Thus we must habituate ourselves to thinking, meditating, reflecting and 
investigating patiently and carefully everything that is useful to man and 
glorifying to God. 

In our investigations, let us take up but one thing at the time, and 
investigate it through all its ramifications, until we arrive at some de- 
cree of certainty that we understand it. Then take up the next in order, 
and go on persevering in this way; and by such a course, steadily perse- 
yered in, we shall gain much useful know ledge, that will tend to better 
our condition in this life, and fit us for the enjoyment of that which is to 
come. 

In regard to our religeows fatth and practice, let it be active, and 
practical: that is to say, not only to preach and pray, but actually to 
do those things which God, in his word, the Bible, has commanded us. 
True Christianity means to feed the hungry, elothe the naked, visit and 
administer to the sick—break the chains of the bondmen, and let the op~ 
pressed go free—and to be kindly attectioned one to another. Endeavor 
always to discriminate between right and wrong—doing always the right, 
but never failing to reject the wrong. 


A. W. JACKSON, 
S. DONAGAN, Committee. 
H. ELLSWORTH, 
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Gentlemen of the Convention: 


We do not attempt to offer any apology for the frequent errors that 
may appear in this report, for it cannot be expected that a literary dis- 
play could have emanated from so humble a source as your humble com- 
mittee. ‘The little time allotted to us, is in itself a sufficient apology. 
We shall. be able to report only in part, leaving the whole subject with 
you for a thorough investigation. It is to be hoped that we shall have a 
full report upon this subject at opr next Annual Convention. 

_ But to this report we now ask your attention, while we attempt to read 
a report upon the American Colonization Society. 

The history of the American Colonization Society in the United States, 
in its organized capacity, is dark, monstrous and heinous. The princi- 
ples of that Society existed in this country, as will be seen by reading its 
history, long before it assumed any tangible form. It was not until the 

year 1816 that. it showed its black front to the world in the form of a 
society. Ié was on the 23d of December, 1816, that the Governor of 
Virginia was instructed, by the Legislature of that State, “to correspond 
with the President of the United States for the purpose of obtaining a 
territory on the coast of Africa, or some other place, not within any of 
the States or Territorial Governments of the United States, to serve as an 
asylum for such persons of color as are now free and desire the same, and 
for those who hereafter may be emancipated within this commonwealth.” 

Within a few days of the date of this resolution, a meeting was held in 
the city of Washington to take this verv subject into consideration. It 
was composed almost entirely of Southern men. Judge Washington 
presided; Messrs. Clay, Randolph, and others took part in the discus- 
sions which ensued, and which resulted in the organization of the Amer- 
ican Colonization Society. 

Judge Washington was chosen President, and of the seventeen Vice 
Presidents only five were selected from the free States, while the twelve 
managers were, without one exception, slaveholders. Will you note that 
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fact, gentlemen of the Convention. Now let us examine their consti- 
tution. 

The first two articles of the constitution are the only ones relating to 
the objects of the Society. They are as follows: 


“ Article 1. This Society shall be called the American Society for Col- 
onizing the free people of color of the United States. 

“ Art. 2. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively directed, 
is to promote and execute a plan for colonizing, with their consent, the 
free people of color residing in our country in Africa, or such other place 
as Congress shall deem most expedient. And the Society shall act to 
effect this object in co-operation with the General Government, and such 
of the States as may adopt regulations on the subject.” 


We can now see dimly the source from whence these odious enactments 
emanate, both national and local. 

The whole scheme was begotten and accouched among slaveholders of 
the deepest dye, and a few in the free States who would like to see us 
leave our native land for the hot sands of Africa. The Legislatures of 
both the free and slave States, and, indeed, the National Government too, 
have long been directed to rendering our condition in this country so 
intolerable as to coerce us into exile. 

But so far, thank God! brethren, it has proved a failure. We have, 
with firmness and pertinacity, cleaved to our native homes, and, in spite 
of our oppressors, are rising, in education and respectability, and are at- 
tracting sympathy and friends. 

Your committee are of the opinion that our oppressors are now, ‘aie 
have been, adopting the policy of presenting to us the alternative of exile 
or slavery. Numerous are the laws now in operation, and new ones are 
forging, to convert the whole colored population into abject slavery. 
Gentlemen, why this hatred to us, and friendship to our oppressors? We 
refer you to the black laws recently enacted in several of the States, both 
slave and free, and particularly the act of our own beloved State of Illi- 
nois. At its very last Legislative Assembly, it passed an act forbidding 
colored emigrants from coming into this State with the intention of 
making their homes with us, upon the penalty of their liberty, and being 
reduced to slavery forever. 

We see, fellow countrymen, in this very act, to what a height of villany 
hatred to the colored man, united with friendship to the slaveholders of 
the country, is capable of attaining; for the very enactment thus perpe- 
trating an accursed outrage upon the colored citizens of the United States, 
guiltless of crime, accords to the slaveholders the privilege of driving his 
slave coffles over the once free soil of this glorious State. We find in 
this miserable scheme of expatriation the great enemy of our people, which 
has been actively engaged in fostering, from the day of its organization to 
the present hour, the hatred and prejudice which the white American has 
against the colored American. 

We have found, in our investigations, that colonizationists, individually 
and collectively, have been intent, in season and out of season, in holding 
us up as the most pernicious and dangerous nuisances, They have peti- 
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tioned the General Government and the State Legislatures to show us no 
favors; they have encouraged proscriptions upon steamboats, in stage 
coaches, in railroad cars, in hotels, at the theatre, and in the church; and 
they have closed the schoolhouses against us, shut up-ice cream saloons 
and soda fountains, concert halls, workshops, counting rooms, and indeed 
all places calculated to improve and elevate the mind. 

We will now cite a few extracts from their own records, to prove to you 
that they have been, and are now, evil-minded toward us as a_ people. 
Our extracts are taken from the African Repository, the organ of the 
American Colonization Society. Hear them: 


“They (the free people of color) are a mildew upon our fields, a scourge 
to our backs, and a stain upon our escutcheon.”— Memorial of the Ky. 
Colonization Society to Congress, Af. Rep., vol. 7, p. 230. 

“We do not ask that the provisions of our constitution and statute 
books should be so modified as to relieve and exalt the condition of the 
colored people whilst they remain with us. Let these provisions stand in 
all their rigor, to work out the ultimate and unbounded good of these 
people.”—Memorial of the N. Y. State Colonization Society to the 
Legislature. 

“ Resolved, That we will not purchase any articles that can be procured 
elsewhere, or give our vote for any office whatever to any one who em- 
ploys negroes to do that species of labor white men have been accustomed 
to perform. 


. Resolved, That the Colonization Society ought to be supported by 
all the citizens favorable to the removal of the free blacks from this 
country.” . 


These resolutions were adopted at a public meeting held in the Town 
Hall in Columbia, Pennsylvania. 


“ Of all the descriptions of our population, and of either portion of the 
African race, the free persons of color are by far, as a class, the most 
corrupt, depraved, and abandoned.”——Af. Rep., vol. 6, p. 12. 


“Tf we were constrained to admire so uncommon a being (as a pious, 
highly cultivated negro), our very admiration would be mingled with dis- 
gust, because, in the physical organization of his frame, we meet an insur- 
mountable barrier even to approach to social intercourse; and in the 
Egyptian color which Nature has stamped on his features, a principle of 
repulsion so strong as to forbid the idea of a communion, either of interest 
or of feeling, as utterly abhorrent.”—Af. Rep., vol. 7, p. 331. 


“ We haye endeavored, but in vain, to restore them (the free blacks) 
either to self respect or to the respect of others, It is not our fault that 
we have failed. It is not theirs. It has resulted from causes over which 
we nor they can ever have control.” —Speech of Rev. Dr. Nott before the 
NV. Y. Colonization Society. 

“ Of all classes of our population, the most vicious is that of the free 
colored people. Contaminated themsclves, they extend their vices to all 
around them.”— Speech of Henry Clay, Af. Rep., vol. 12, p. 21. 
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“There is a class—free blacks—among us, introduced by violence, no- 
toriously ignorant, degraded and miserable; mentally diseased, broken- 
spirited, acted upon by no motives to honorable exertions, seareely reached 
in their debasement by the heavenly light.".— Af. Rep., vol. 1, p. 68. 


“The moral, intellectual and political improvement of the people of 
color within the United States, is an object foreign to the powers of this 
Society.” Address of the American Colonization Society to its Aux- 
tharies, Af. Rep., vol. 7, p. 291. 


Let us now hear what the religious newspapers have to say upon this 
subject : 


“Tf the free people of color were generally taught to read, it might be 
an inducement to them to remain in this country. We would offer them 
no such inducements.”—Southern Religious Telegraph, Feb. 19, 1831. 


“ Tt must appear evident to all, that every effort to divert the attention 
of the community, or even a portion of the means which the present crisis 
so imperatively calls for, from the Colonization Society to measures cal- 
eulated to bind the colored population to this country, and to raise them 
to a level with the whites, whether by founding colleges or in any other 
way, tends directly, in the proportion that it succeeds, to counteract and 
thwart the whole plan of colonization."—Wew Haven [eligious Intelli- 
gencer, July, 1831. 


We have seen that colonizationists regard all attempts to elevate the 
free people of color as an interference with ‘their system. 

Most truly may it be said, that the tender mercies of this scheme are 
eruel, for most cruel is the constant effort to excite hatred to the colored 
people, and a morbid apprehension of danger from our presence. We need 
not lay before you any other proofs of the evil purposes of that Society 
against us as a people. Of that we have daily demonstrations. 

~ Your committee, in grappling with this dragon of the, land, are pre- 
pared to say that, prior to his advent in this countr y, there was not a single 
State in this Union that disfranchised men of color: é 

The Society has been artful. It suits itself to all places. It is one thing 
at the South, and another at the North. It blows hot and cold. It sends 
forth bitter and sweet. It sometimes represents Us as the most corrupt, 
vicious and abandoned of any class of men in the country. Here we are 
ignorant, idle, a nuisance, and a drawback on the resourees of the country. 
But in Africa we are kind, meek and gentle, intellectual, keen, shrewd, 
and capable of self-gover nment. 

In conclusion, fellow citizens, we would beg leave to recommend an at- 
tentive consideration of this matter. Investigate this subject for your- 
selves. We have reported only in part. We find that the protests of 
our brethren, in State and National Conventions, for the last fifteen or 
twenty years, have done much toward the enervation of this giant enemy 
of ours. He begins already to grow feeble; indeed, he seems to be 
making his last wie ugele, if we may judge Frits his recent movements, 

Cheer up, fellow countrymen! ‘That hitherto strong-footed but sare- 
eyed vixen, American prejudice, is limping off, seeking the shades of 
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darkness, from whence she came. Already the right feeling begins to 
prevail. ‘The friends of justice, of humanity and the rights of man are 
drawing rapidly together, and are forming a moral phalanx in our de- 
fence. Then let us show to the world that we are not willing to be 
expatriated, nor driven from our firesides—let us suffer death first! Leave 
our homes! No, no—never! 

Let us become a permanent fixture—a part of the substance which 
forms this great nation. We are a part; it is our great nation. Then 
let us enjoy it. Let us continue to “plant our trees in this soil, and _re- 
pose under the shades thereof.” Let us settle ourselves and become com- 
posed, and fight on and fight ever, unless our political rights are restored 
to us again, 


JOHN JONES, 
; R. H. ROLLINS, 
WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, } Committee. 
HENRY BRADFORD, 
AUGUSTUS DOBBINS, 
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REPORT ON AGRICULTURE, 





Gentlemen of the Convention: 


Your committee, not being in possession of such facts as may be ne~ 
cessary for them to have, in order to enable them to make such a report 
as would meet the approbation of the Convention, on the subject of Agri- 
culture and the general husbandry of our people, therefore, beg leave to 
recommend to your favorable consideration the following plan by which 
they may be able to make a report on the above subject, which will be 
- interesting to us, and will prove beneficial in the end. 

This being the first steps taken by our people in the State of Illimois 
collectively, toward devising ways and means by which we may be able 
to improve our moral and political condition, and in order to carry out 
our design, we must lay the foundation deep and firm; and now, though 
we have slept the long sleep of inactivity, we should arouse and be 
united as one man, determined to agitate! agitate! until we shall reahize 
that legal protection which we are so unjustly denied. 

We would, therefore, recommend the appointment of a Central Com- 
mittee of ten, to be located at , Whose business it shall be to 
correspond throughout the State, to advise and be advised, and thus ena- 
ble us to act in unison, and to call annual State Conventions, the object 
of which will be to consider our legal disabilities and the remedies pur- 

osed. 

And in furtherance of this object, we would recommend the appoint- 
ment of a Commissioner, to travel through the State, to take a regular 
census of all the colored people, and to take a minute of their location, 
occupation, address and post office; and also as accurate an account as 
may be of the amount of taxable property possessed by each individual; 
and that this Commissioner be empowered to call meetings wherever he 
may deem it expedient, and form corresponding committees, to keep each 
other advised of our thoughts on all subjects pertaining to our general 
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interest; and that this Commissioner be employed for one year, and be 
allowed the sum of six hundred dollars for his services, to be paid in 

uarterly instalments; and that this Convention provide for the same— 
the money to be deposited with your central committee, through whom 
your Commissioner will draw his salary. 

We would further recommend, through this Convention, all colored 
persons who regard themselves as men worthy of independence, to seek 
themselves homes in the country, to cultivate the soil, and especially those 
who have families coming on to take their places when they shall have 
passed away, we commend the rural life among the bowers, because it 
leads to wealth, virtue and honor; it also removes us and our children 
from those vices and bad habits which are common to all cities. And 
finally, our children, by a vile prejudice, are excluded from the workshops 
as mechanics, and hence render it almost impossible to give them trades. 
Now, then, if we make them tillers of the earth, though the world close 
her workshops against us, we can still live, be independent and happy. 


WILLIAM JOHNSON, 

W. H. BUTLER, 

H. ELLSWORTH, —— & Committees. 
JOB VINCINT, 

WILLIAM SMITH, 
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REPORT ON MECHANICS. 





Gentlemen of the Convention: 


Next to Agriculture and the sciences belonging to that pursuit, Me- 
chanics claim place. No people, however virtuous, however wise, can be 
great without this means; without this they cannot attain any height of 
real prosperity. 7 

Examples of the worthiest of ancient as well as modern times we might 
point to, for our youth to imitate. Socrates, the wisest of the Greek phi- 
losophers, was a sculptor; Cincinnatus left the plough furrows to rule 
Rome; Roger Sherman, the shoemaker’s name, will stand as long as our 
‘country lasts. Fulton, Watt, and others, attest the mechanic to be Na- 
ture’s genius. de 

Our State, for numbers of mechanics, equals, if not outnumbers, our 
sister free States; however, we are mortified to report, or to state to your 
Convention that this state of things cannot always remain thus, for while: 
men of capability are willing to teach colored youth trades, during the 
last year not one application has been made in that direction, while: our 
barber shops, hotel kitchens, steamboats, etc, have been overrun with: 
youth of color seeking these menial pursuits. 

Your committee think that a false education must exist where boys of 
honest parentage look with disfavor upon the honorahle vocation ef the- 
mechanic; and the parent must be untrue to his or her charge, who does: 
not direct the mind of the child in an opposite direction. 

We appeal, then, to the youth themselves, to bring about another:state 
of things. Remember, those who now wowld advise them are themselves 
following those pursuits, and feel the mary advantages resulting there- 
from. The nights will be theirs for studying the further branches of 
education, the time for debating societies, lyceums, ete., which, while me- 
nially occupied, no time is left for the vitality of the mind and the deyelop- 
ment of other capacities. 
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The professions do not, it is true, belong to our subject; but let youth 
be mechanies, so as to form a basis, that the professional man can find 
support therefrom. Let us, in going up, start at the first round of the 
ladder, and not leap for the middle or top. How much better to see the 
well, though coarsely clad mechanic, than the seedy professional man, 
with no means of support but the ignorant charity of the few, who let 
them live. 

Young men of Illinois! Take up the hammer, the trowel, the needle, 
the type-setting stick, ete. Be mechanics—learn trades or die! 


All of which your committee respectfully report. 


A. H. RICHARDSON, 

J. H. BARGUET, 

WM. T. WATSON, Committee. 
A. 'T. SMITH, 

B. J. SMITH, 
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REPORT ON EDUCATION. 


Gentlemen of the Convention: 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of Education, would 
state to this Convention that the subject is one of vital importance, inas- 
much as upon the basis of education our people must stand or fall. Ac- 
cording to the odious or severe laws of this State, the children of colored 
parents are precluded the possibility of an education through the means 
afforded by the laws directing the School fund. 

The question then arises with us, by what mode shall our children be 
educated, or what plan is most feasible, that the children of all may 
receive an equal opportunity in the present Convention? The members 
coming from such scattered districts, we find our duties truly trying. 

The committee, in view of the present circumstanees, could offer no- 
thing of a more liberal character than the following plan: 

The Convention will take proper steps in the direction of memorializing 
the Legislature on the subject of the School funds. 

This committee cannot leave the subject without the deepest emotions 
of pain, which must pierce the breast of every colored parent in Illinois. 
We feel our humanity outraged when the children of our loins, who should 
gladden our hearthstones, are made heathen—those who should soften 
our declining days, by whispering words of the blessed Saviour from holy 
writ are dumb, yea, dead. Let us hope, and not only hope, but let us 
work. Our present learning may at least cost us something, but your 
committee trust the time will soon appear when, in common our children 
will enjoy equal rights with others. Annexed you will find the cireular 
afore named. 

In offering this plan, the committee have been dictated by no sectarian 


prejudice, or one-sided policy, but have offered what we think the most 
‘easible plan. 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT. 


We propose to accomplish the object set forth in our “ Appeal,” after 
ue following manner: 

First. So soon as five hundred dollars are collected and lodged in the 
iands of our Treasurer, notice will be given that we are prepared to assist 
Schools of Colored Children in any part of our State. 

Srconp. In order to obtain aid from our Fund, application must be 
nade by the Trustees of the School wishing assistance, to the persons 
aamed in the “ Appeal,” through their Secretnry. 

Tuirp. Any School, in order to avail itself of the benefits of this Fund, 
must eomply with the following conditions, to wit: 

Ist. It must be regularly organized. 

2d. It must have a Board of Trustees appointed by the Patrons of the 


School, and a Treasurer. 
3d. It must file with our Secretary a certificate of the appointment of 


its Trustees. 

4th. It must be taught by a competent Instructor, who must possess a 
certificate of qualification from the School Commissioner of the county in 
which the School is established. 

5th. It must afford a fair prospect of permanency. 

Fourts. Any School complying with the above conditions will be as- 
sisted to the amount of one third of the wages of the Teacher: Provided, 
It be distinctly understood, that those Children or Wards, whose Parents 
or Guardians are unable to pay anything, be admitted free. Of this mat- 
ter, the Trustees of the School will be the judges. 

As a guarantee that all moneys contributed to this Fund will be sa- 
eredly kept and duly accounted for, our ‘Treasurer has entered into bonds, 
with responsible securities. 

Respectfully submitted. 
R. J. ROBINSON, 
J. H. BARGUET, 
R. H. CAIN, 
C. W. CAMPBELL, Committee. 
. HENRY BROWN, 
BYRD PARKER, 
A:T. HALL, 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


J. D. Bonner, Chairman. 

Byrp Parker, Vice President. 
Wm. Jounson, Secretary. 

ht. J. Rosinson, Zreasurer. 

A. H. Ricuarpson, Local Agent. 
A. W. Jackson, Traveling Agent. 
Tuomas Mason, Local Agent. 

H. Brown, Local Agent. 

Spencer Donacan, Local Agent. 
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AN APPEAL 
To the Christian, Patriot and Philanthropist. 





It is the wish, and the purpose, of the People of Color in the State o 
Illinois to secure, if possible, to their Cuitpren the means and opportu 
nities for obtaining an Education. 

The color of our skin being a constitutional, and seemingly irremovabl 
hindrance to our sharing in the ample provision furnished by the Stat 
for the support. of Common Schools, and our earnest desire for the eleva 
tion of our race being well understood, we appeal to add classes, and al. 
colors, for aid in our laudable design. It is a subject which addresses 
itself intimately and directly to the Curistran, Parrior, ParzanTHRo- 
pist, and the Man; and we have full confidence that our call upon them 
will not be in vain. 

That the public are deeply interested in the mental and moral improve: 
ment of each member of the human family, is a well-settled fact. It is 
equally clear to us that just in proportion to the facilities afforded ow 
people for improvement, will they become useful and good citizens. 

We, theretore, by authority of the State Convention, held in Illinois 
and in behalf of our Children, respectfully solicit, through our Agent, a 
the hands of the generous People of our State, Contributions in Mone} 
Lands, and other Property, to enable us to effect what we deem so neces 
sary and indispensable. 


JOHN ANDERSON, President. 
WILLIAM BRONER, Vice President. 
C. C. RICHARDSON, Treasurer. 
C. M. HOWARD, Secretary. 
WM. BARTON, General Director. 
Autor, August 25, 1852. 
R. J. ROBINSON, General Agent. 
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The following Letters were received by the Corresponding Committee: 


PuitapeLputa, Aug. 30, 1853, 

Fentlemen: 

I have received your letter from Chicago, dated August the 25th, 
md hasten to reply, in brief; reserving to myself the privilege of writing 
io you hereafter more explicitly, upon the subject to which your com- 
munication refers. I have been your friend, and the fast friend of the 
eause of human liberty almost from my birth, and I hope to continue so 
to be, until my death. 

I approve entirely of your call of a Convention. Those who suffer 
ought at least to be allowed to groan—and entitled to be heard. Your 
moral, social and political condition will be best improved by Religion 
and Edueation—they will do everything for you. The comfort and con- 
solation of the first no man can deprive you of—the last may be obstructed 
for a time, but must finally preyail. 

I know, as you say, you have a good deal to discourage you, but by 
perseverance you will fsooner or later overcome all your difficulties, and 
secure to yourselves the enjoyment of those rights which have been too 
long unjustly withheld. How the State of Illinois could have passed a 
Jaw so cruel and oppressive as that of which you complain, is a matter at 
the same time of wonder and abhorrence. ‘There is an overruling Provi- 
dence, however, that will convert into good even the designs of wicked 
men. Extreme measures defeat their own objects, and eventuate in modi- 
fication and reform. When public sentiment becomes startled, reason 
resumes her sceptre, and exercises her control—under sway; you may 
reasonably anticipate improved legislation. In England, the moment a 
slave touches their soil he becomes free. In Illinois, the moment a /ree 
man touches their soil, he becomes a slave! Vive la Republique! !/ 

This provision in the laws of Illinois is as wnconstitutional as it is un- 
just. You ask me what you are to do in these circumstances? J answer’ 
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appeal to the law, and bring’up the question fairly and boldly before an 
independent J udiciar y, and you need have no fears for the result. By all 
means avoid all violence: proceed calmly, but proceed steadily, and you 
cannot fail. You have able and philanthropic counsel, who will no doubt 
stand by you to the last. An able and an honest lawyer is the last, best 
earthly hope of the oppressed. I need not say that anything that J can 
do, to aid those whom you employ, shall be freely and promptly done. 
Respectfully, yours, 

DAVID PAUL BROWN. 

To Messrs. James D. Bonner, John Jones, William Johnson, Byrd Parker, 
H. O. Wagoner, R. J. Robinson, and John A. Warren. 


Winpsor, Sept. 29th, 1853. 
Gentlemen: 

I am honored by the receipt of your esteemed letter of the 17th ult., 
inviting me to attend a Convention to be held at Chieago, the 6th, 7th 
and 8th of October, for the purpose of improving the moral and political 
condition of the colored people of Illinois. Nothing would be more grati- 
fying to my feelings, did circumstances permit. Having been from home 
most of the time during the last four years, my pecuniary affairs have 
been so neglected as to require at present my constant attention. This 
circumstance, since my return from Washington, has obliged me to de- 
cline the acceptance of several invitations to highly interesting public 
meetings which have been held in the cause of progress and reform, But 
in no case has this self denial been more painful to my feelings than in 
the present instance; for I need hardly say how deeply I feel interested 
in whatever concerns the great cause that calls you together. The ques- 
tions you will have to consider are of a very grave and important charac- 
ter. A large number of American citizens—those of African deseent— 
are placed by the laws of some of the States, and of the United States, truly 
in a perilous condition! In considering the proper means for the red.ess 
of these outrages on humanity and ciy ‘lization, let me commend to you 
the republican maxim, that “resistance to tyrants is obedience to God.” 
While ta this ‘just principle, however, I would be wise and hu- 
mane in its application. 

I mean by this, that you exhaust all peaceful means before resorting to 
organized physical force; to make an earnest appeal to the good people 
of your own State, and to the people of the United States, clearly setting 
forth the cruel and barbarous character of many of the laws that oppress 
your people, and asking for their immediate repeal; and the adoption of 
such laws for the protection of person and property, as you are entitled to 
by the principles of justice and the Constitution of your country, 

Should such efforts prove ineffectual, and those entrusted with legisla- 
tive power turn a deaf ear to your complaints, it will be proper to msti- 
tute such other measures as will be adequate to self protection against all 
kidnappers, whether they be licensed by a United States Commissioner, 
or the Dey of Algiers. All men are entitled to “life, liberty, and the 
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pursuit of happiness;” and whoever wages war against this principle, is 
an enemy to God and mankind, 

I hope, gentlemen, the proceedings of your Convention will be har- 
monious and profitable, and that they may be attended with the divine 
favor. 

Please to accept, each one of you, my very high regards, 

CHARLES DURKEE. 
To J. Jones, Esq., J. D. Bonner, Esq., Wm. Johnson, Ksq., H. O. Wag- 
oner, Esq., Byrd Parker, Esq. 

P. 5. You will pardon the seemtng neglect in this late reply, as it is 
oceasioned by absense from home. CF 


Princeton, Aug. 10, 1853. 


H. O. Wagoner, Wa. Jonnson, etc., Cor. Committe: 
My Dear Friends: 
I have your letter, but I am so pressed with business that I can 
spare scarce a moment for replying to it. 
I am happy to hear that you are to hold a Convention. May the 
smiles of heaven be upon it. I wish I could, but I cannot, attend it. 
The “laws” of your State, to which you refer, are, all things consid- 
ered, the most wicked enactments I have ever known. Your State is 
deeply disgraced by them. I trust that there will be agitation, agitation, 
in regard to them, until they are blotted out. 
With great regard, your friend, 
GERRIT SMITH. 


MitwavxkEE, Aug. 23d, 1853. 


Mr. Josepn H. Barevuer, Chicago, Ill: 

My Dear Sir: 

Your esteemed favor of the 16th inst. came duly to hand, together _ 
with the circular of the Corresponding Committee for calling a Conven- 
tion of the colored people and their friends, on the 6th, 7th and 8th days 
of October next. 

I cannot, in view of probable duties that may encumber me at that 
time, engage to be present on that occasion. If, however, compatible with 
other engagements, I will be present. 

Nothing is so-encouraging to the friends of the colored race in the 
United States as the progressive movements of the free people of color in 
the free States. To this movement I, for one, am looking with much 
hope. When the free people of color in the free States, backed as they 
will be, by the philanthropic of this country and of Europe, shall have 
illustrated in their own persons their power of attaining, as a class, to the 
highest positions of society, then indeed will have been broken down one 
of the strongest bulwarks that oppression has raised for the enthrallment 
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of the race. ‘To this end your Convention, as I understand the call, is 
looking. 

God speed you! and encourage your hearts and strengthen your hands; 
and aid you in laying wise plans for the moral, social, educational, com- 
mercial and political elevation of your race, to so high and so noble a 
point, as to completely establish your claim as a people, both bond and 
free, before your ponntey and the world, to the fullest privileges of citi- 
zenship. 

Tender my: regards to your associates, and believe me, 

Truly your obedient servant, 
EDWARD D. HOLTON. 


New Yors, Oct. 8d, 1853. 
Gentlemen: 

Your letter of the 16th inst., asking my views of the policy which 
the colored residents of Illinois should pursue in their Convention, which 
is appointed for the 6th, 7th and 8th of the month, at Chicago, with 
respect to the cruel and disgraceful “ Black Laws” to which you have 
been subjected, was forwarded to me from Baltimore. It would have 
been answered ere this, but for sickness; and I only attempt a briet reply 
now, at the first hour for several days that I have been able to do so, as 
the best evidence I can give your committee that my interest in your 
down-trodden race has not flagged from that intensity manifested, hereto- 
fore, in the midst of your own and your bound brethren’s oppressors. 

But, frankly, I know not how to respond to your request for “counsel ;” 
and I should hesitate, if I did not feel ready, to counsel you, while you 
have so many able men of your own race in other States—to say nothin 
of those at home—and I cannot forego this opportunity to say, that the 
facts I became possessed of at the public reception which you gave me 
last Summer in Chicago, and also privately, impressed me most favorably 
as to your condition and prospects, and left room for amazement, only, 
that such an orderly and thrifty class as the colored people of your State 
generally appeared to be, should ever have become the chosen prey of such 
hounding enactments as those of which you so justly complain! There 
is, however, one point to which I would direct your attention, and it is the 
folly of the free colored people permitting themselves to get into discus- 
sions about the “policy” of removing from this country, or about going 
to this country or that as their “best future home.” Nothing more grati- 
fies those of your enemies who, instinctively desire to get rid of you, for 
their own benefit, than to find your people, in any section of the country, 
in a quandary on this subject. It is the very thing they desire. They 
recognize it as a weakness. They “see their advantage, and they mean 
to push it,” as Mr. Shelby says of the merciless slave trader, who has just 
been urging to list his mortgage with the sale of Uncle Tom! 

A portion of the colored people of Maryland made a fatal mistake, 
several years ago, in this respect. Yielding to cruel disabilities practiced, 
and worse treated by each successive Legislature, on the one hand, and 
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the senselessly selfish cry that our races cannot live together harmoniously 
in the same country, etc., they got up discussions in Baltimore, and finally 
held a State Convention to consider the propriety of emigration, the coun- 
tries to which it was best to go, etc.! You, doubtless, remember the 
terrible excitement which resulted. The indignation of the majority over- 
whelmed the Convention, and it closed in a riot. The keen instincts of 
those colored men who repudiated the authority of the delegates appointed 
in their name, taught them that the body was playing into the hands of 
the enemy. ‘The result has justified their foresight. The colonizationists, 
and their practical colleagues in the Legislature, who have proposed to 
sell a portion of the free into slavery to pay for the banishment of the 
rest, are now pointing to that Convention, as an evidence that the colored 
people themselves have to come to see with them; and they plead a de- 
sire to fulfil their wishes, as made known through their “chosen represen- 
tatives,” in justification of their selfish schemes! 

If there be any in your State who are playing into the hands of their 
enemies in like manner, from whatever motive, let them take warning 
from these facts, before mischief is irretrievably done. 

T need hardly say to your Convention, after what may be drawn from 
the foregoing, to say nothing from opinions often expressed elsewhere, 
that I have no “advice” io give about emigration. When a colored man 
has made up his mind to “go somewhere,” in the same spirit that pio- 
neers of other races do, and asks me where I think he had best go, I 
shall be ready to answer him to the best of my knowledge and belief, and 
I shall say, “ Remain on this Continent! It is as much your home as 
mine. ‘There are reasons for this, which I might take up space to state, 
did I feel well enough to do so. Suffice it to say that your Southern 
brethren cannot spare you from this Continent; and they may, in the 
progress of events unsought by themselves, need your proximity still 
more. 

But I will not farther unroll the scroll on which may yet be read a 
“manifest destiny,” of which heartless, short-sighted politicians are not 
wont to prate! I confess I shrink from the opening glimpse of the pos- 
sible future, which the tendency of passing and concurrent events, some- 
times, seem to force before me. 

I close by giving your committee, and your Convention through them, 
an expression of my desire to learn that their deliberations have presented 
the power of unity, and by expressing the hope that, ultimately, they will 
have been fol@* 14 by the secur ement of all the God-granted rights, now 
so cruelly té«én from you. 

I am, gentlemen, very cordially, your friend, 
J. E. SNODGRASS. 
Messrs. James D. Bonner, H. O. Wagoner, John Jones, William Johnson, 
Byrd Parker, J. R. Robinson, John A. Warren, Cor. Committee. 
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55 Wust Broapway, New York, | 
October 1, 1853. t 
Gentlemen: . 

1 have delayed until the last moment an answer to your letter of 
August 8th, in the earnest hope that I might be able to comply with 
your request to meet you in Convention in Chicago on the 6th inst.; but, 
although reluctantly compelled to be absent from you in person, I will 
be present with you in spirit, in sympathy and in hope. 

Gentlemen, there is nothing in the battle you are doing which calls for 
other than a manly and cheerful front. So far from being despondent, 
you should feel sternly joyful that in the great struggle for Human Rights, 
there is appointed to you a plain and palpable part: you are not specta- 
tors throwing glances of sympathy and uttering prayers for the success of 
the soldiers of Freedom—No! you are yourselves the soldiers of Free- 
dom! Such duty as was done by Knox, and Luther, and Touissaint 
L’Overture, it has been appointed to you also to do. Or rather, it is your 
privilege to fight on higher ground than they, for, without the menace of 
Physical force to back you, you are supported by the simple majesty of 
the Truth and the Right. 

Whatever sentiments you may see fit to announce, let their aim be 
high: remember that, released from the trammels of sect, or party, cr 
precedent, you are free men, with free souls in a free cause. Let your 
claims be nothing Jess than for the full and equal enjoyment of all that 
pertains to American citizenship, at home and abroad. 

Permit me respectfully to suggest, that among your doings, the allot- 
ment of steady, practical and united labor toward removing your disabili- 
ties, shall not be forgotten; that you will organize a system of thorough 
and continuous agitation throughout the State: keep your fellow citizens 
advertised, that notwithstanding the Legislative attempts to crush or ex- 
patriate you, you still live, determined to resist all cruel, unequal and 
unjust enactments. By this means you will steadily advance toward 
equahty, and win for your Convention the desirable reputation of doing 
something more than pass first-rate resolutions. 

Neither must you forget to adopt wise and thorough plans for the best 
possible education of your children throughout the State, strictly adhering 
to the policy that where ‘they can get admission to schools In common 
with the whites, and receive the same instraction, such opportunities 
should be cordially embraced and kept open; and “ ~~ parate ‘colored 
schools are only warranted where the choice is betwed™” toy and entire 
ignorance, Oo Be “ 

And you should be careful to consider the eduUétidn of your children 
incomplete until you have gained for them instruction in some calling, at 
once necessary to the existence, and tending to the advancement of the 
community. Make them thorough and scientific mechanics and farmers ; 
and if it be possible obtain for them, for their physical improvement, a 
thorough military drilling. Men walk better, look upward, and are better 
prepared for all possible emergencies when thus instructed. 

Next in importance to the adoption of a sound basis of action, is the 
due recognition and support of leaders to carry out that action. The 
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time has arrived, in our history, when we must have leaders, not only 
pointed out to us and acknowledged by our oppressors, but also acknowl- 
edged and cordially supported by ourselves. The hosts of successful 
Reform have ever assumed the array of the phalanx of old: some one 
man in the van, and then two, then three up to thousands bracing him 
up with their locked shields, and moving him onward by their united 
force. Whomsoever you may select, gentlemen, to lead you—and I 
know from personal acquaintance there are those among you abundantly 
able to do so—give such your hearty, earnest and constant support and 
co-operation: in this way each one may do manful battle. 

I trust that you will not forget that you are but part of a great na- 
tional whole, and that you will show your approval of our National Union 
at Rochester by organizing a State Council in accordance with the plan 
there recommended. 

Gentlemen, be of good cheer. The heavens are brightening. The in- 
dependent Press, with the “Tribune” at its head, record our doings with 
freedom, and hold out cheering words to practical endeavors on our part. 
Even the dull ear of Episcopacy has been brought to recognize negroes 
as men and brethren, in this world as well as the next, 

Your own State is not all evil, but has a Northern section smiling as 
the fair face of Freedom, while the Southern portion is wedded to the 
brazen image of Slavery. Your Convention being held in the better 
portion of your State, affords you good vantage ground from which you 
ean change the rest into the same happy condition. It was only in the 
hope that you might be threatened away, that they enacted the Slave 
Law: convince them that you mean to stay, and all such enactments will 
first become a dead letter and then be repealed. 

Not the least significant mode of announcing your determination to 
remain in Illinois, will be, for you sedulously to acquire and keep pos- 
session of Real Estate therein. The enhanced value of such property, in 
a few years, will, of itself, constitute for you a claim to respectability, 
which your white fellow citizens will readily admit. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, regret at my absence from your Convention 
is greatly lessened by the fact, that there will come among you from this 
State one whose wider experience, higher wisdom and indomitable adhe- 
rence to the Right will do more to cheer and guide you than anything I 
can do or say: give»; eh welcome to Frederick Douglass as he deserves ; 
remembering that i uch man of us born in a Free State had done what 
has been done by this man born in Slay ery, our fight would by this time 
have been won. And xnow of no way of proving to the world that 
we rightly estimate our great leader, than by emulating his example and 
supporting his hands. 

With the earnest prayer that your deliberations will be guided by Him 
who is everywhere preseiit, and who is the God of Truth ‘and the Deliv- 
erer of the Oppressed, I remain, 

Your brother in bonds, 
. JAMES McCUNE SMITH. 
Messrs. James D. Bonner, H. O. Wagoner, John Jones, Byrd Parker, 
William Johnson, R. J. Robinson and 8. A. Warren, Cor. Committee, 
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Newport (R. I.), Oct. 1, 1853. 
Mr. Joun Jones and others, Corresponding Committee in behalf of a 
Conventian of the Colored Citizens of the State of Llinois: 
Gentlemen and Friends: 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your kind invita- 
tion to be present at your Convention, to assemble in the city of Chicago 
on the 6th, 7th and 8th inst. It would afford me very great satisfaction 
to accept the same—to be with you, and listen to your deliberations, 
“upon measures calculated to enhance the moral, social and political in- 
terest of the colored citizens” of your State, to best overcome an oppres- 
sion the enforcement of which makes our country’s name a byword, though 
worthy in a thousand respects of all honor—but engagements forbid. 

Fellows in oppression! Be hopeful; all things above and around bid 
us “be of good cheer:” win the prize: be conquerors over wrong and 
the mighty, by strenuously, unremittingly giving our thoughts, our ener- 
gies and souls to the upbuilding of our too long oppressed people. Aye! 
upon this depends all, under God. If there were five hundred colored 
men and women in the land whose whole souls were uncompromisingly 
given to a resolve to within a given time (and a limited one, too,) to re- 
deem their people from their present condition, by working a change in 
the hearts and sentiments of our oppressors—who would see that every 
colored man was actively engaged in the requisites to importance and 
consideration in their respective communities—it would not be long before 
there would be a jubilee through the length and breadth of the land, 
freighted with joy to those who had been oppressed; likewise to those 
who had been the oppressors. Then might our Nation defy the world. 

Gentlemen, you are residents of a State that has a pre-eminence in the 
disgrace of oppressing us; but be not disheartened—your special afflic- 
tions are but temporary—they are working, along with the enactment 
and enforcement of the Fugitive Slave Law, a reformation in the public 
mind, more rapid than the progress of any moral reformation recorded in 
the annals of history. Live above your oppressions—force your oppres- 
sors to respect you; get education and trades for your children, as best 
; put money in your purses by every honorable 
means; destroy, whenever you can, the too common identity—a colored 
man and a menial position. 

May harmony and a sincere desire for the best interest of the whole be, 
as is necessary, a characteristic of your Convention. 

Yours, ete., 
GEO. T. DOWNING. 
To Messrs. John Jones, H. O. Wagoner, Rey. Byrd Parker, Wm. John- 
son, J. D. Bonner, Rey. J. A. Warren and R. J. Robinson, 
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Erema (Ohio), Oct. 6th, 1853. 
H. O. Wagoner, Esq., Chicago, Il: 

My Very Dear Sir: 

There is but one thing which prevents me from being at your Con- 
vention to-day and to-morrow. You may rest assured that it is not ¢ 
want of disposition, nor a faint appreciation of the crushed condition o 
the colored people of your State. [ understand full well what that publi 
sentiment is—how devilish in its nature and consequences it is—how i. 
rests like a distressing incubus upon the hearts of our brethren, stifling 
the aspirations of their souls as they long for freedom, for manhood an 
equality before the law—which has grown up under the fostering care o 
American slavery, strengthening with its strength and growing with it 
growth, until it has become as extensive as our country, and has becom: 
well nigh as sinful and deleterious to our social and political rights a: 
slavery itself is to the rights of the slave. And if this public sentimen’ 
is not met by us, and that promptly, it does not require the ken of : 
prophet to see that before many years, perhaps by the middle or end o' 
the XXth Century, we and our children will have become property, chat- 
tels personal, in the hands of owners. 

This is no wild and fanatical notion. No one can so regard it, who 
remembers what the Fugitive Slave Law is, and who has read carefully 
and critically the construction put upon it recently by Justice McLean in 
the case of George W. Queery. Nor will any one believe this wild and 
fanatical who understands the character of the Black Law of your own 
State. If this be true, then, what a vast responsibility rests upon our 
shoulders. Our condition, our cause as broad and as momentous as hu- 
man freedom itself, demands laborious, energetic and self-sacrificing men 
—men who love humanity, and love to labor to build up the interests of 
humanity—men who love righteousness, and love to labor to extend its 
benign influence through the world. Such men we can be. Such mer 
we ought to be. Let us, then, show ourselves equal to the task, 

Though our real condition is thus lamentable, let us not despair, Goc 
is with us: Truth is with us; and if we prove ourselves LABORERS, Wi 

hall be suscessful, and a glorious reward will crown our endeavors, 

My reason for not being with you, is sickness; and this is the onh 
thing that could keep me from your Convention. 

I have the honor to be your very humble co-laborer in the cause of ou 
elevation, 


J. MERCER LANGSTON. 


Nzw Yorr, Aug. 26, 1853. 
H. O. Wacoyrr, &c., Committee, 


My Friends: 

I haye been absent some days, and so have but just received yours of tl 
12th inst. 

I trust you will not misapprehend me when I advise you not to bring you 
selves as a class too prominently before the People of Illinois in the prosecuti: 
of the struggle for your outraged rights. You belong to an unpopular and de 
pised race, and thousands who will yote and labor to redress your wrongs a 
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yet infected by the current prejudice. Make it, as plainly as possible, a ques- 
tion, not between Black and White, but between the principles of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, the dictates of justice, and the instincts of true Democracy 
on the one hand and the powers of darkness, despotism, and diabolic hate on 
the other. Do not let it seem that the contest is concerning persons rather than 
principles. 

It may be well for you to hold a meeting and prepare an Address to the 
People of Ilinois—brief, earnest and persuasive. There rest, and deyote your 
energies to the improvement of the Moral and Social condition of your down- 
trodden people. Render them independent as possible, and take care that none 
of them degrade themselves with panders to their own or others’ vices. If every 
black man in Illinois were seen to be usefully employed and earning an honest 
livelihood, it would not be in the power of bad laws or bad men to drive them 
into exile. 

Yours, 
HORACE GREELEY, 
To Wm. Johnson, J. D. Bonner, Rey. Byrd Parker, Eld, R. J, Robinson, Rey. J. 
A. Warien, John Jones, Cor. Committee. 





Avsurn, August 18th, 1853. 
Gentlemen: 

I heartily sympathize with you in disapproving the recent laws of Illi- 
nois, affecting the rights and privileges of persons of the African race, within 
her borders. 

My opinions concerning all such laws, and the policy in which they originate, 
being fully known, there is no necessity of repeating them now; nor could any 
good result from it, But I may perhaps render you some aid, by conjuring you 
not to despond in your efforts and hopes fora better and not distant future. — 
Slavery is sick throughout the world, Its disease is chronic, but is, neverthe- ~ 
less, mortal. The patient recently rallied in this region, but it was only for a 
short season, and now the malady grows again. You and I, if we live ten years 
more, will see all such laws erased trom the Statute Book, in every free State in 
this Union; and we will moreover see more humane counsels gain consideration 
even in the slaveholding States. | 

Be just then, be meek, be firm, and be loyal; and strive and labor for the edu- © 
cation and improvement of your race. | 

Be prepared for the Future you desire, for it is coming. Your cause cannot 
perish, for it is not your cause alone, but it is a part, an essential part, of the 
cause of the Human Race. God and Nature are pledged to its triumph. 

I am, gentlemen, very sincerely and respectfully, 

Your humble servant, 
WILLIAM H, SEWARD. 
Messrs. Wm. Johnson, J. D. Bonner, Rey. J. A. Warren, Elder R. J, Robinson, H. 
O, Wagoner, John Jones, Rey. Byrd Parker, Corresponding Committee, 


West Newrvon, Aug, 22d, 1853. 
Gentlemen: j ‘ 
I have received your letter of the 12th inst., written in behalf of the 
colored people of Illinois, and asking my “counsel and advice,’ in regard to 
the course which they should pursue, under the cruel outlawry—cruel, because — 
it is outlawry without crime—of the “ Black Laws” of your State. 





i 

It would be easy to write a denunciation of those laws; to show how they — 
contradict the Declaration of Independence and the Constitutions of the Free — 
States; how they deride the precepts of the Gospel, and violate the plainest — 
laws of God. It would be easy, too, to proclaim the unquestionable fact, that — 


their authors will erelong be visited with the execrations of mankind. But all — 





this will not mitigate their severity, nor help your friends to repeal them. | 
; i 
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The only suggestion, by way of “counsel or advice,’? which I can make to 
you is, that, under legal instruction, you should have a case made for the courts, 
and carry it to the highest tribunal in your State, I cannot believe that your 
Supreme Court will ever cover itself with the infamy of declaring those laws to 
be constitutional. Here, in Massachusetts, every colored person enjoys every 
political franchise, under the law, as fully as a white man. Deana believe that 
the courts of Illinois would declare such a man, within their limits, to be no 
better than a slave. The Constitution of the United States, which secures to the 
citizens of each State the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States, must forbid it. 

May God enable you to bear your persecutions in such a way as to disarm 
them of their pains, and to bring repentance to your oppressors. 

Yours, very truly, 
HORACE MANN. 
Messrs. Wagoner, Johnson, Bonner, Parker, Robinson, Warren and Jones, Cor, 
Committee. 


Rocusstrer, N Y,, Aug. 19, 1853, 
Mr. James D. Bonner, Chicago, IIL. 

Dear Sir: 

While on a journey I received your polite letter of the 2d, inviting me to 
attend a State Convention of the Friends 6f freedom on the 6th October next. 
Be assured it would afford me very great pleasure to meet my colored friends 
.of Illinois iu council to consider what is their duty with reference to the exe- 
erable Bili—I will not call it Zaw—that disgraces the Statute Book of the State. 
That a professedly free State should, in the Nineteenth Century, pass such an 
enactment, excites the wonder of s!laveholders, and receives the indignant rebuke 
of every true friend of God and man. But I will not call it the act of a State; 
if must be the deed of a miserable faction in the State, clothed with temporary 
power, done with the view of upholding a political party, which by that das- 
tardly measure has drawn upon itself a stigma as decisive and enduring as the 
mark upon Cain. This party seeks to kill all the cherished hopes of its brother, 
the colored man. and doom him to temporal destruction. But be not discour- 
aged. Greater is He who is for you than he who is against you. The triumph 
of the wiexed is short—“ He that sitteth in the heavens shali laugh; the Lord 
shall have them in derision.”’ 

The people of color in this country deserve the sympathy of their countrymen 
and the sympathy of mankind, on account of the outrages inflicted upon them 
by those who are dressed in a brief authority, instigated by unfeeling slave- 
holders and their Northern abettors. And they have the sympathy of Jarge and 
increasing numbers of good men here and throughout the world. Angels sym- 
pathize with them, I doubt not, as well as the God of angels and men. 

I hope the Convention will be well attended, and the results auspicious to the 
cause of Freedom and Righteousness, 

I regret that the situation of my family, and my official duties, will debar me 
from the pleasure of attending it. But be assured of the deep interest I feel for 
my brethren of color in your State, and my ardent desire and prayer that the 
foul act, which calls for the assembling of those oppressed by it, will be speedily 
erased from the Statute Book, and that the people of color in Illinois, and in all 
_ the free States, and in every State in the Union, will soon come into full pos- 
session of their rights, and be able to maintain them. 

_ With much regard for yourself and the other members of the Corresponding 
Committee, I remain, dear sir, 
Your friend and fellow citizen, 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 
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Warrrt Hatt P.O., - 
Madison Co., Ky., July 29, 1853. _ ; 
My Dear Sirs: . 

Your favor of the 23d inst., inviting me to attend a Convention of the 
colored men of Illinois in October next, has been received. I am much obliged 
to you for your consideration, and be assured I most sincerely sympathize with 
you in your unhappy position, and would most cheerfully aid you in the attempt 
to revive in your State a more humane and Chuistian spirit, worthy of a people 
professing liberal republicanism, But circumstances will not allow me to yisit 

ou. 

t What has given us our present proud position among nations but the develop- 
ment arising from our free institutions? Not from our exception to the rule 
certainly does any of our advancement come. Look at the miserable and insuf- 
ferable condition of the nations of the Old World; see how they have made a 
hell of God’s beautiful earth! See the imprisonments, poverty, executions and 
despair of the People, and the terror and danger of the Rulers! What is the » 
cause, but that they will not acknowledge the brotherhood of man and the in- 
violate law of God, that the untrue thing shall not live ! 

Now, are we going back into these dark paths of crime and despair! Must 
Illinois and the other States begin this awful game of oppression wherever it is 
possible against the weak and incapable of resistance! What at last will be- 
come of their own rights, when they have begun systematically and wilfully to 
violate the rights of others? Jam sad at these things! To me the end follows « 
fast upon the means! Public demoralization begins apace—ruin stands Spat 2 
in ey distance! How can I persuade our people to turn and live! “Why wi 
ye die ?”? a ¢ 

May the Father of all turn our hearts, is the prayer of one whose aspirations 
for the Just and the True are undying, 

Your obedient servant, ‘ 
M, CLAY. 
Messrs. H. O. Wagoner, Wm, Johnson, etc., Cor. Committee. . 
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JEFFERSON (Ohio), Aug. 19, 1853. 
Gentlemen: oye ee Oe 
You ask my advice as to the proper course for the colored men of Ilinois — 
to pursue in order to ensure their moral and political elevation? I nepliveen- 
cate your children; cultivate in them a love of liberty, of independent thought, 
or moral excellence. Let the colored people inform themselves as to their own 
rights; let them be fully conscious of the dignity which they should maintain, ~ 
while demanding their rights. Let them not content themselyes by following 
the calling of barbers, and hostlers in villages, but let them get farms, settle upon 
them, raise their own necessaries, and acquire that feeling of independence which 
always guides those who cultivate the soil. ! 

This is most emphatically an age of moral enterprise, It is the increase of 
intelligence that must secure to both black and white the rights with which the 
God of Nature has endowed them. 

The destiny of the colored people is in their own hands. Let them become 
educated, learned and intelligent, and their rights cannot be withheld from them. 
Knowledge is power. The slaves of the South are now held in bondage more 
by the superior intelligence, than by the superior power of their masters. | 

I therefore urge upon the colored people to inform themselves, and educate 
their children. Let them become superior to the whites around them in poin 
of information, and they cannot be long oppressed, a 4 

Very respecifully, 
J. W. GIDDINGS. 

Messrs. John Jones and others, Committee of Correspondence. 
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